St Judes Randwick Maintenance Guide
Overview

St. Jude's Cemetery in Randwick is a historically significant site, serving as the final
resting place for many notable figures from the 19th and early 20th centuries.
Established in the 1840s, it became the burial ground for prominent individuals such as
Simeon Pearce, the "father of Randwick," Sir Alfred Stephen, Lieutenant-Governor and
Chief Justice of the colony, and Ann Hordern, wife of Anthony Hordern, a retail dynasty
matriarch. The cemetery is not only a place of remembrance but also a peaceful oasis
that reflects the rich history and heritage of the area.

Maintaining a cemetery of historical significance, such as St. Jude's Cemetery in
Randwick, is crucial for preserving the cultural and historical heritage of a community.
These cemeteries serve as tangible links to the past, providing insights into the lives and
legacies of those who helped shape the region. By preserving the monuments,
landscaping, and overall integrity of these sites, we honour the memory of past
generations and ensure that future generations can learn about and appreciate their
heritage. Moreover, well-maintained cemeteries offer a serene environment for
reflection and remembrance, fostering a sense of continuity and respect within the
community.

This guide should help ensure that the cemetery remains well-maintained with minimal
effort.

Planting Guides

Recommended plantings suitable for the challenges of coastal conditions, drought, low
maintenance and sandy soils:

Native Plants

1. Westringia fruticosa (Coastal Rosemary): Tolerates seaside conditions and has
attractive white flowers.

2. Melaleuca fulgens (Scarlet Honey Myrtle): Known for its vibrant red flowers
and fine foliage.

3. Actinotus helianthi (Flannel Flower): Features beautiful, textured flowers and
silvery divided foliage.

4. Leucophyta brownii (Cushion Bush): Compact and beautiful with silver foliage.

5. Thryptomene saxicola: Produces pink flowers throughout the year and has an
attractive plant shape.



Non-Native Plants
1. Aloe species: Winter flowering and bird attracting.

2. Arbutus unedo (Strawberry Tree): Tolerates coastal conditions and produces
attractive red fruits.

3. Cistus (Rock Rose): Thrives in sandy soils and has lovely pink or white flowers.
4. Osteospermum: Tolerates poor soils and has colourful daisy-like flowers.

5. Gazania (Gazania Flower): Bright, colourful daisy-like flowers that thrive in
sandy soils.

These bulbs should thrive in these conditions and not become invasive:

1. Allium (Ornamental Onion): These bulbs produce tall, striking flowers in shades
of purple, white, and pink.

2. Gladiolus: Known for their tall spikes of colourful blooms, gladiolus bulbs can
naturalize well in sandy soils.

3. Ixia(Corncockle): These bulbs produce vibrant, star-shaped flowers in various
colours, including pink and white.

4. Tulipa (Tulip): While typically associated with spring gardens, certain tulip
varieties can adapt to sandy soils and naturalize over time.

5. Crocus: These early spring bloomers are hardy and can thrive in poor, sandy
soils.



Low-Maintenance Cemetery Maintenance Guide

1. Site Entry and Access

e Keep pathways clear: Regularly remove debris and ensure pathways are
accessible.

¢ Maintain signage: Ensure all signs are visible and in good condition.
2. Cemetery Grounds

¢ Mowing: Keep grass at a manageable height to reduce maintenance frequency
applicable to the season and rainfall.

¢ Weed control: Use mulch or herbicides to minimize weed growth.
e Pruning: Trim shrubs and trees to maintain shape and health.
3. Monumentation

o Gravestone cleaning: Clean gravestones with appropriate tools to avoid
damage.

o Repairing: Fix any damaged or leaning gravestones promptly.
4. Environmental Management

o Water conservation: Use drought-tolerant plants and efficient irrigation
systems.

e Pest control: Implement eco-friendly pest management practices.
5. Built Assets and Infrastructure

¢ Maintenance of buildings: Regularly check and repair any structures like
chapels or offices.

o Lighting: Ensure all lights are functional and replace bulbs as needed.
6. Maintenance Skills and Resources
o Training: Provide training for maintenance staff on best practices and safety.
e Equipment: Keep maintenance tools and equipment in good working order.
7. Heritage Values
e Preservation: Protect historic elements and maintain their integrity.

e Documentation: Keep records of all maintenance activities for reference.



8. Planning for Maintenance

Schedule: Develop a regular maintenance schedule to ensure all tasks are
completed.

Budget: Allocate funds and time for ongoing maintenance and unexpected
repairs.

9. Providing Public Information

Communication: Inform visitors about maintenance schedules and any
disruptions.

Feedback: Encourage feedback from visitors to improve maintenance practices.

10. Perpetual Care

Long-term planning: Implement strategies for long-term care and sustainability.

Review: Regularly review and update maintenance practices to adaptto
changing needs.

Ledger Tops

To maintain a visually appealing, historically respectful, and easy-to-maintain cemetery

environment, ledger tops are discouraged.

What Are Ledger Tops? Ledger tops, or ledger stones, are flat slabs of stone or

concrete placed over the entire grave. They are often engraved with inscriptions and can

sometimes include a surrounding border or raised edges.

Why Discourage Ledger Tops?

1.

3.

Maintenance: Ledger tops can make mowing and general maintenance more
challenging. Grass and weeds can grow around the edges and through any
cracks, requiring more frequent trimming and upkeep.

Drainage Issues: These solid covers can inhibit proper water drainage,
potentially leading to water pooling on the surface and causing damage to the
stone over time.

Aesthetic Considerations: In some cases, ledger tops may not fit with the
overall aesthetic or historical look that a cemetery, especially one with heritage
significance that St. Jude's want to maintain.



4. Accessibility: Ledger stones can be tripping hazards, especially if they are
uneven or if the ground shifts over time, creating safety concerns for visitors.

Monument Damage

Ficus rubiginosa, also known as the Port Jackson Fig, can cause damage to graves and
monuments due to its invasive root system. The tree's roots can grow extensively and
spread out, potentially disrupting the soil and causing instability around gravesites.
Additionally, the aerial roots can grow down from the branches and thicken, which
might lead to physical damage to monuments and headstones. This can be particularly
problematic in cemeteries where maintaining the integrity and appearance of graves
and monuments is essential.

An ongoing program of cut and poison with Roundup herbicide is therefore

recommended on a quarterly basis.
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